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Talent Education
Shin-ichi Suzuki

There Are No Specific Capacities.

We have come to the situation where we have to deny the current idea that the superiority
or inferiority ofthe human value is destined by whether or not a person has a specific inborn capacity.

We have awakened from this old idea. It is hardly possible that the cultural ability of the human
being is transmitted from his parents. From this viewpoint we are able to prove that our idea is
perfectly right at least in the field of music.

We have come to know that there is no one who is born with a special innate capacity.

Japanese children are not born with a special capacity for speaking the Japanese Language.....and
in the same way.... all the talents are acquired by the post-born conditions of education. The failure

of education is the result of poor methods and of not to educate.

The Superiority and Inferiority of Hereditary Factors.

It is no wonder that there exists some superior and some inferior brains. However,this superiority
or inferiority of the brains are inherited only when the organs themselves are superior or inferior.It is
hardly possible that specific cultural abilities are immanent in heredity.

What I mean by the “superior or inferior organ” is the superiority and inferiority of sensitivity
and speed of adaptation to the environment. Is not this the only difference between superior and

inferior qualities of the human brain ?
A Thought on the Children who Speak Japanese Language.

I was quite amazed to know how well the Japanese Ianguage develops among the Japanese children.

We can say the same thing about children all over the world.

I was surprised !!
Children of all the world, if we brinig them up ideally, have a brain which can be cultivated as
highly as their ability to speak their native language,do they not ?

There is no child that cannot be educated.
For instance, we observe quite an unreasonable world where some adults, who have failed to educate
their children, are complaining that their children weer born with little ability.

All children have a high ability.

The very thing which mnst be reconsidered is the method of education which is administered by
the adults.

The Method of Talent Education.

I firmly believe that the best educational method of the present world is the education of the
native language which superbly develops the ability for children of all the world.

I have become quite interested in this method and therefore I have been studying in order that
this may be applied in the field of music.

This method could be applied in any field, however careful investigation must be made.
The Way Toward An Idiot—The Deterioration of Human Value.

If we ﬁfail to cultivate a seedling what will be the fate of the plant. The essence of a plant

will be shining (;nly when we grow the seedling well.

Any child ‘can be deteriorated to an idiot. To make him imbecile we should not teach him even

language.
If he remains this way until he is six years old, the human value of his life will deteriorate to

the level of idiocy.

It seems to me that Japan is in the situation where no preschool education is recommended.
We are still living in this old idea, aren’t we ?

To our great disappointment, most of the children arc being brought up while being spoiled,

Education must begin at birth.

For instance, an infant has his right arm tied immobile and is left this way until he is six years
old. The fate of his arm will be useless. An ability which is useful for his whole life will be
planted on the hand by using everyday for various purposes.

We can say the same thing about the brain.

Some careless parents may guide their children toward idiocy.
Any Child Can Be Educated--1t Depends on the Method.

Talents are not endowed. There is a hopeful possibilty to develop children’s cultural ability into
any channel if they can speak their native language.
We never administer any test to the children.

Because talent must be cultivated.

The Possibility of Children’s Education.

The 1,000 children who are going to perform today is absolutely not a group of specifie children.

This is a vivid picture of the children of those who are of the same mind with the idea of
talent education. 2

Perhaps the ensemble of Bach’s and Vivaldi’s concertos by 1,000 children will be the first
attempt in the world.

This I believe !

This ensemble by 1,000 children and their cultivated abilities represent the Possibilty of children
all over the world. )

We seriously hope to make a stage in which an artistic humanity will be planted on all the
children of Japan by the effort of the government and adults. We also wish to have compulsory
education in whieh a sensitivity and ability of ”truth”, ”goodness”, and ”beauty” will be cultivated
in all the children.

Every child has a possibility of attaining this goal.

Our talent education movement started by dreaming to reach such a destination.

We aee always at a loss to watch the high possibility of children’s attainment. At any period
the reasonable people may be feeling this way.

We only regret the deficiency of our ability and method.

We Pray for the Children.

I believe the following is the duty given to the adults to develop in all of the little children:
(1) A desirable heart as a man.
(2) A sensitivity for beauty.
(3) An ability as high as their native language.
(4) A knowlebge to know the righteousness.
We cau only attain World Peace by perfecting the above.
May God bless the children all over the world.
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. Greeting

. Doppel Konzert in D moll, 1st mov.

ombert n B ol B HOV: i b B Wivalds

. Konzert in A moll, 1st mov. A. Vivaldi

. Greeting Honorary President Y. Tokugawa.
President S. Suzuki.

. Sonate in G moll

. Perpetum Mobile (The Rain)

. Country Dance

. Humoreske Dvorak
S Konzertan: GEmoell Lst MoV. oo eseniiaie AT Mivaldi
. Menuetto A Boccherini
. Gavotte

. Bourré (Duetto) Handel
S COlior aus “Maccabine” Lo ) - ik Honde]
. Menuetto No.2 (Duetto)

. Perpetum Mobile ; S. Suzuki
. Twinkle, twinkle little star Arr. by S.Suzuki.

I

A. Dreaming of Home and Mother J. P. Ordway
B. Annie Laurie
C. Auld Lange Syne .... Scotch Air
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