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I have realized the fact that babies all over the world have superior potential and they can be
educated to acquire the excellent ability of fluently speaking their mother tongue. Over 60 years
ago, I was startled to realize this fact. Oh, dear! None of the nice parents all over the world have
ever realized that their own children are born with splendid potential. It is one of the most careless
mistakes human beings have made!!

At the time of this discovery, in my new life, I started thinking: Where does this ability of all
babies, by which they grow and learn their mother tongue, originate? I realized that it is the work
of the life force, the great ability to adapt to circumstances.

All abilities can be acquired through the life force. “Man is a son of his environment.” It is
essential to create a good environment.

There is no such thing as inborn ability. All babies are born equal. Even a baby from the Stone
Age (tens of thousands of years ago), would be
able to play the violin if I taught him in Mat-
sumoto. And within 10 years he could per-
form the Tchaikovsky Concerto, one of the
most difficult pieces. ENVIRONMENT!

Please all parents, educate your children the
way in which they learned their language,
whether in music or in any other subject, they
can develop wonderfully. Please realize and
remember that “Every child can be educated
depending on how his parents bring him up.”
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The Everlasting Spirit of the Suzuki Method «—

[ first encountered the "Suzuki Children” when I was asked to instruct and con-
duct a string orchestra made up of Suzuki children which was formed for a special
concert tour in East Germany. It was the year before the unification of East and
West Germany, and | had just begun my career as a conductor. Through this
opportunity, I was able to get to know many students and teachers of the Suzuki
Method.

The thing that surprised me the most was that these children had both superior
technical ability. as well as, a variety of expressive abilities. I clearly remember
that their common performing style, which they had mastered through the same
method of studying, was still strong even in their group performance. This was
very helpful for me in forming a good ensemble. However, | was even more sur-
prised and delighted to find out that they never lost the individuality which reflect-
ed their age.

When children are selected to be educated in a special group, it is casy for them
to lose their "childlike" character. However, these children had kept their "inno-
cence" while enjoying the music which they performed comfortably. Furthermore,
this was recognized in other Suzuki orchestras. I think this is a very important fac-
tor which has been fostered through the Suzuki Method.

Unluckily, my plan to accompany this group to East Germany could not be real-
ized on account of the domestic conditions of Germany. However, our continued
efforts blossomed into a new concert tour in Korea and other places. This experi-
ence also helped me to deepen my understanding of ensembles and performance
techniques of string instruments.

I have treasured and will always treasure this experience, as well as. these stu-

dents who have become superior adults and are now my irreplaceable friends.
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Spiritual Gifts of Dr. Suzuki -

Suzuki-Sensei is praised in the whole world for the spiritual gifts he gave mankind, as well as the joyful
feelings and confidence he instilled in children when they developed their abilities to play the Masters of
classical music. His life work was to make this a better world for the happiness of all children. He brought
joy, happiness and harmony into families around the world, thereby greatly enriching their lives. He was an
educator whose wide vision and belief in the ability of children has made an outstanding contribution to
understading the way children learn. His legacy will touch thousands of lives. The principles that Suzuki-
Sensei embodied will continue to live on, and through you all, will pass on to future generations. May his
spirit live on forever in your lives.
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A TRIBUTE TO Suzuki-Sensei
Many hearts sharing this moment
remembering his smiling eyes.
Deep is our love.

The winged crane soars
with our lost teacher.

We will remember his life
in the laughing voices

of the chidren.

Sayonara Sensei

Katherine Wood and Joanne Henderson Strobel
Suzuki teachers

Lawrence Arts Academy.Appleton.WI.USA

We Would have celebrated our 70th Wedding anniversary
on February 8,1998.
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Potential

The word "potential” is often used. It means, of course, the capability which can be realized under definite
conditions. The basic philosophy of the Suzuki Method is to teach the conditions to develop children's
potential through music. The minimum requirement to play an instrument like violin, piano, etc, is not
having any physical or mental impairments. However, even if your fingers work efficiently, you would'nt be
able to play even one piece without practice. The children whom I usually examine as a doctor are mentally
impaired and don't fill this minimum requirement. Medically they cannot be cured, yet they still have their
own potential. Through their daily practice . their paralyses and montal impairments have been improved
little by little, and they are able to play an instrument. Of course they need a good teacher and their parents’
cooperation to do this just as other non-disabled children need.

People often discuss inherited talent. All children can speak a language yet, not all become an eloquent
speaker. This would reqire special conditions to develop. Darwin reported in the Theory of Evolution in the
I9th century that he discovered the same kind of turtles lived both in the Galapagos Islands and the South
American mainland. However, the length of their necks were different. He pointed out that physical
constitutions of descendents can be changed depending on their environment. This suggests that even if one
assumes he has no ability, the inherited factors of his descendants can be changed through his repeated
efforts.

Everyone has potential and it is important to make a good environment to develop it. The children who
will perform today will prove this to the world.
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The Rich Heart & The Joy of Music -

We would like to thank all of you for coming to the 44th Suzuki Method Grand Concert.

"Let's develop fine personalities with superior abilities through music."” This is Dr. Shinichi Suzuki's special
goal. All the teachers.students and their family members.especially the mothers, are working hard every day
to reach this special goal.

Today 3,000 students from all over Japan will gather together in this concert hall to demonstrate the fruits of
their hard work. We selected today's program with the theme "enjoy the music" hoping you will share the joy
of music as we demonstrate the excellence of the Suzuki Method.

We know that through daily practice, both parents and students encounter not only joy but also some
difficulties. However, it is true that the harder they work the more joy they will feel, and then this joy can be
spread to others around them. All the students who have worked hard for today's concert will share the most
joy with you through their wonderful performance.

We sincerely wish that all of you along with today's performing students and Dr. Suzuki in heaven will be
filled with great joy and satisfaction from this concert.

We hope you will greatly enjoy this concert.
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Lucky Encounter

It is believed that one's life is effected by the peaple one comes
in contact with throughout life. A man who I feel I am very
lucky to have the opportunity to know is Dr.Shinichi Suzuki.

It is notnecessary for me to re-emphasize one of Dr. Suzuki's
outstanding accomplishments - the establishment of the Suzuki
Method. Through the Suzuki Method one can not only learn
instruments like the violin and piano, butone can also learn about
and develop spiritually by learning the "beauty of love", the
"dearness of nature”, the "importance of life",and to respect and
be grateful for others. Through the Suzuki Method these basic
concepts which assist in building a happy life are acquired before
a child begins to take notice of things around him. These rhings
may seem common and unimportant, yet tey are very important.

What kind of legacy will we leave behind as we soon enter into
the 21st century? Please and happiness for all of mankind is most
important. This could be easily realized if all children in the
world were nurtured through the Suzuki Method.

Almost 20 years ago, when I met the founder of this great
method Dr. Shinichi Suzuki. for the very first time,"the scales
fell from my eyes in astonishment.” Since that time I have been
searching for the development of the potential of children.
babies. as well as. fetuses.
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The International Suzuki Association, aiming for the world family by the Suzuki Method
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It is said that the 21st century is the age of life force and sensitivity.
The Suzuki Method, which can nurture children's sensitivity by working with their life force is really a symbol of the 2ist century
educational method.

Recently, the major music schools in the world have become filled with students whose early education was in the Suzuki Method. This is
persuasive proof that the Suzuki Method is correct and indispensable in music education. In the last few decades, Japan has led the world in
areas such as technology, but with the Suzuki Method, Japan is able to make a significant spiritual contribution to the world community.

The ISA is dedicated to the purpose of improving world culture and peace through the international development, promotion, and
propagation of the Suzuki Method. I greatly appreciate your financial support and appeal to everyone for your continuing support and
cooperation as we face the future together in bringing this revolution in education to the world.

.S.A. (B XFHE) h DO BFEL
CHRIEICRK > TR AWM E B 2 TLEE W,

[EDFHBED. BTHUVEDIN ZAXX AV —FOIREDKRELIETHNE [ ANIBBEOF 4V | HRELL.
FOUVEDTHIET, BE. BELIETTH, AXFAV—REEEDFHRABDHBARIANLLTH,
HEGRERBHTNEDIC, RIRTELVWEIHVET, ZIZ T ZOLIEELZDIREIIIC, Ehh
TWEWHEEBR AR TRIEE. JIRA Y- NHEEARFUETITVWET, KB, 2O AARBEE
DEBICEDSNFLABREICIE TV B IE, BEAXXHBEOF TEBELT AV, BHOE LA
ESNET, BUKWFHRABE—BICTEERTTIILE. EHICE-THEVELRSZTLLY,

"We need your used instruments!"

In the Suzuki Method, "Man is a son of his environment" is as basic a philosophy as "Every Child can be educated".
Regrettably, at present there are many developing countries where they cannnot adopt the Suzuki Method
under their present economic conditions. Therefore we are appealing to today's participants to donate their
used instruments for the children in such countries.

ISA will check and repair the instruments and send them out to the countries in need.

We are looking forward to welcoming the children with those instruments and enjoying a marvelous ensemble
together in the future.

|L.S.A. (BffRXFHR)  thh (4 FExss
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The 43rd SUZUKI METHOD GRAND CONCERT




The 46th Graduation Ceremony
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