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Greeﬁng .......................................... Chairman M. Honda
DA OE@ES - - - ms vasis i s A e o President S. Suzuki
Graduation Ceremony

Words of Congratulation:--Hon. President Y. Tokugawa

Performance by Graduates

e I R e R e e Bach
Piano

Performance by Graduates

Cello

Twinkle, twinkle little Star-Variations:---- arr. by S. Suzuki
Chorus from ““Judas Macabeus’ -« rmroeerrsrereeeeeeeee Handel
G AR I o L e SR S s e e s e R Saint-Saens
Violin

Sonata g min. Tst & 2nd MOV, orerrreesrrerme s Eccles
Concerto @ Min. TSt MOV, crrrreeresmmrressmissinmmannnseaee Bach
e Fiocco
COUNERY DANCE +orwrrreree s sssssssnssssiie s Weber
Concerto d min. 1st mov. for Two Violins:-:-:ocomeeeeeeee Bach
Concerto @ Min. TSt MOV, «-rrerrrrsrssssrreameesemmmnes Vivaldi
Performance by Suwa (Gassodan)

LO‘UTe ..................................................................... Bach
Drink to Me Only with Thine Eyes-------- England folk Song
Twinkle, twinkle little Star-Variations::--- arr. by S. Suzuki
HUMOE@SQUE -+ +voveemssrsnnnsssdsissetsesiosiunisssiinnieesiens Dvorak
Thema from ““Witchs' Dance’’ «--r---oeoeerrmrmmneannaneces Paganini
T Héandel
MENUEHO NO. 2 -rcooerrrmmnmssmnoratestettittiiiieietitiannns Bach
Perpetum Mobile -  rrwrrrrmmm st s. Suzuki
Li@c -orreeoremreresstaniinitenainee sttt e German Folk Song
PaPIllOn - vvrereesersmsrnresa sttt Spanish Folk Song
Twinkle, twinkle little Star-Variations:---- arr. by S. Suzuki
Alud Lange Syne:«- - -oeemseemmaasnneeee Scotland folk Song

Piano. Acc. by Mrs. H. Kataoka
Vibraphone by Mr. R. Matuzaki
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Concert at the UN

One day in March, 1964, a group of music
lovers gathered in the Dag Hammarskjold Library
~ Auditorium at the United Nations in New York to
attend one of the most enchanting musical events
of the seson.

The program listed compositions by Bach,
Vivaldi, Kreisler. The choice gave no inkling that
the performers were of an age when sand pails
and baseball bats are likely to have more "appeal
than violin bows.

The violinists—there were ten of them—were
boys and girls from five to twelve years of age.

The children had traveled from Japan to play
for American audiences. Their teacher Shinichi
Suzuki was with them, but he did not conduct
them during the performance. The children had
been trained to listen to one another.  Suzuki
did from time to time tune the violins of the
youngest players and help them remove their
jackets so they could “play better. "

The work of Suzuki, who has taught thousands
of child violinists, has attracted world-wide attention.
Pablo Casals and David Oistrakh and other master
musicians have visited Suzuki's teaching centers in
Japan and have come away praising his work.
Other travelers in Japan have told of hearing
concerts by two hundred, eight hundred, or a
thousand children, some as young as three, playing

Bach and Vivaldi.

Speaking through an'interpreter—Masaaki Honda,
M.D., who is a director in this movement—Suzuki
shared with the audience at the UN his ideas on
music education. He had a ready answer for the
question that unnumbered parents and teachers
have asked: When should a child’s musical education
begin? At the cradle, Suzuki says. When the baby
is a day old. Maybe earlier.

He brushes aside the idea that children must
heve talent to play. Music is for all children, he
believes. Let them hear it from the day they are
born. Let them hear music every day afterwards
—good music. And they will learn music the way
they learn their mother tongue.

Suzuki's pupils are given violins as soon as they
can hold them. Mothers are taught the fundamentals
of holding the violin fand moving the bow and
fingering. Children as young as two and a half
take a lesson a week and continue to hear good
music the rest of the week. By the time the children
are seven or eight many of them are playing the
music of the composers they have listened to since
their baby days.

It is Suzuki's hope that more nations will teach
their children music from infancy.

From The Elementary School Journal copyright
1965 by The University of Chicago Press.
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