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Shinichi Suzuki, rare and remarkable com-
bination of philosopher, musician, child
psychologist and man of deep character,
came upon the basic principles of Talent
Education almost by accident. Reflecting
upon the fact that every child has within
himself the ability to fluently master a lan-
guage —his own—no matter how intricate
the grammar, how abstract the basic con-
cepts, or how subtle the variations of the
sounds required, Suzuki reasoned that every
child could likewise master a musical
instrument if he were motivated in a similar
way and taught by a comparable method.
Over the past 25 years the validity of this
reasoning has been abundantly proved by
the tens of thousands of Japanese youngsters
who have been taught to play the violin
by Suzuki himself or by teachers trained
by him.

Starting from the premise that each indivi-
dual is a product of his environment, Suzuki
believes that “abilities are born and devel-
oped by the working of the vital forces of
the organism as it strives to live and to adj-
ust to its environment.” The ideal of education
is hence to assist every child to make his
own individual adjustment in as rich and
creative a manner as possible, and to Suzuki
such terms as “superior” and “inferior”only
indicate the relative success of the adjust-
ment. Believing that the latent musical pot-
ential of any child is at least the equivalent
of his language proficiency, Suzuki first of
all rules out any pre-selection of students—
all children possess a fantastically great
potential which, for the happiness of the
child, is capable of being developed enorm-
ously. All learning should begin just as soon
as possible—Suzuki violin students commonly
begin their study at the age of 3 or 3 1.
But even before this, the child should be
exposed frequently and regularly to good
music —just as the child from infancy is exp-
osed to spoken language. Even the young
infant will respond to and absorb music if
the listening experience is repeated with
regularity.
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