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Performance by Graduates
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ENTHUSIASM for Suzuki Talent
Education is the beginning of
a new and remarkable trend
in all education . ..

WALTER HENDL

Director, Eastman
School of Music,
University of Rochester

“All human beings are born with great potentialities.”
Shinichi Suzuki has said. “We must investigate methods
throngh which all children can develop their talents. In
a way, this may be more importani than the investigation
of atomic power.”

Saino-K yoiku—*“Talent Education”—is for Suzuki
much more than a method for teaching the violin:
it is the name he has given to his philosophy
concerned with helping every child realize his
quite remarkable potential. The basic tenets of
that philosophy are these:

1. Every child can be educated;

2. Education begins from the day of birth;

3. If love is deep, much can be accomplished.

Suzuki’s love is deep, both for music and for
children, and much has already been accomplished.
Not all of the thousands of children who have
learned to play the violin through Saino-K yoiku are
going to be professional musicians (this was never
Suzuki’s intention), but every one of them has
already become thoroughly musical. Every one of
them has made music as natural a part of his life
as speaking, and in exactly the same way.

There is still some skepticism on the part of
some musicians and educators toward a program
which enables children to play an instrument before
they can read music. As a conductor who has
worked a good deal with talented and “gifted”
young performers, I can acknowledge wholehearted-
ly the concept of giving the child a working vo-
cabulary in music before throwing its rules and
formalities at him. By playing first, he encounters
such elements of performance as expression, tone,
inflection, with utter naturalness—just as he does
in learning to speak. We do not require children
to read words and study grammatical constructions
before they learn to speak. And so, too, with
music making, in Suzuki’s view: Saino-Kyoiku is
simply a matter of putting first things first.

Notice, as you listen, that these young violinists
are not just playing notes—they are making music.
Notice, too, that they are happy children, thorough-
ly enjoying what they are doing and not thinking
of themselves as special in any way because of it.
They are doing what comes naturally, not because
they are born fiddlers, but because they learned to
play in the most natural of all learning processes,
the one Shinichi Suzuki refers to as the “mother
language” approach.

At the Eastman School of Music, following a
summer institute under Mr. Suzuki we have just

begun a year of experimentation to determine
whether Saino-Kyoiku can be as effective with
American children as it has been with those in
Japan. Mr. Suzuki himself, as master teacher will
be with us for three periods of review and evalua-
tion; and teachers trained by him are working
with some 100 siX-year-olds, drawn from Rochester
public schools and Penfield and from our own pre-
paratory department. “Project SUPER” (Suzuki in
Penfield, Eastman and Rochester) is partially sup-
ported by grants from the New York State Council
on the Arts and the National Endowment for the
Arts and Humanities. We are hopeful that it will
be possible to extend it from the initial one year
to a four-year program, not only for violin but
possibly for its application to other subjects as
well. We consider this project one of our most
important undertakings in the realm of music
education.

Mr. Suzuki Receive Honory
Degree Doctor of Music

“Inspired teacher of children, whose vision and
dedication have produced a renaissance in the play-
ing of stringed instruments, we express our gratitude
for all the happiness and joy you have given the
world in the making of music, with this, our
highest honor.”

These were the words that President Williams
spoke just before he conferred the honorary degree,
Doctor of Music, upon Shinichi Suzuki at New
England Conservatory on June 13. Their meaning
became clearer two weeks later after the last ses-
sion of the Suzuki String Institute, which was held
at the Conservatory from June 13 to June 24. The
Seminar was a series of master classes and lecture-
demonstrations under Dr. Suzuki’s direction.

Classes were held in the afternoon and early
evenings. The afternoon sessions were devoted to
demonstration-teaching of groups and individuals,
some of whom were four years of age. The even-
ing sessions dealt with the problems of teaching
the “Suzuki Approach” to teachers.

The “Suzuki Approach” is based upon Dr. Su-
zuki’s philosophy of education: “If we think that
the ability of children comes from heredity, then
a better world is impossible. We know now that
every child grows from his environment, and it is
only possible to make a better world if we educate
our children from birth by giving them the example
and feeling of a noble spirit, not only in music,
but in all things. If love is deep, much can be
accomplished.”



