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Chairman of The Talent Education Institute
Shinichi Suzuki

Our nationwide guidance aims producing
excellent and beautiful sounds by violin, When the
children make creaky sounds by pressing a gut to
their violin. | say "“A frog will shut his ears” to
them. They are much pleased to hear it and take
lessons with pleasures.

Please enjoy the beautiful sounds of today’s
performance by three thousands of children selected
from more than 16,000 children ranging in age from
3 to 8 and hope understand the splendid fact that
evey child could play the violin excellently without
rehearsal and the possibility of developing their
abilities highly by our Suzuki method to develope
the abilities of every child. The children all over the
world are educated to be well at only their native
languages.

All the educations other than native languages
are incorrect making a lot of dropouts. It is an im-
portant and sad problem for human beings that it
was said to be their nature. | believe that it is our
responsibility to make a beautiful age of music on
earth since the abilities of the children are not their
nature,

“The Voice of Heaven shows the way to
grown-up every child.”
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For The Happiness Of All Children.

The Role of Suzuki International Association. (ISA)
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The first International conference of Suzuki Talent Education was held in 1975 at Honolulu, following

at San Francisco, Munich, and Massachusettes.

At the last conference at University of assachusettes,

delegates representing many countries in Europe, America, Australia requested unanimously to have the
next conference in Japan in 1983. Talent Education was first introduced in United States in 1964 when
we took ten children to introduce the idea and method. Since it have been spreading all over the world.
The basic philosophy of Talent Education is to acknowledge the potential of all children and develop it
to high standard through music. If all children understand each other through this method, I am con-
vinced that we will have much better world in the future.
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Graduation System

The Graduation is one of the most important events
along with the National Concert in spring, the graduation
ceremonies for piano students in Matsumoto, Tokyo, Osaka
and Nagoya, the early-summer meeting of leaders, The
International Suzuki Teachers Conference, the summer
school in Matsumoto and the overseas concert tour in
autumn, When the autumn deepens and you have cloudless
blue skies above its the season of recording graduation
tapes. An important and great task awaits the |eaders. This
takes place in all classes across the country, from Sapporo
to Kumamoto,

{Recording of graduation tapes)

Regardless of their age, all students, who are taking
lessons of violin, piano, cello or the frute on the Suzuki
Text Book and have finished graduation pieces, are required
to send in recorded tapes of those pieces for Dr. Suzuki's
comment.

(Purpose of submitting graduation tapes)

The purpose is solely to ''motivate students.’”” There-
for, the sent in tapes are not given marks, nor ranked or
rated as good and bad as in normal tests. It is not for find-
ing faults with students. It is to motivate students and at
the same time to motivate their parents and teachers.

(Dr. Suzuki listening to graduation tapes)

Dr. Suzuki makes it a rule to listen to these tapes from
3 to 9 o’clock every morning and he has continued this dif-
ficult task for more than 20 years with a smile. The tapes
are returned with his advice being recorded. The number of
tapes exceed 8,000 per year and this year (1981). It is said

to have reached 9,000, We cannot but be struck with his
sincerity when we think of Dr. Suzuki listening to these
tapes one by one,

(Recording scenes)

There is really a magic in the word that one’s tape is
listened by Dr, Suzuki, The child triyng to concentrate on
the performance, the mother crossing her fingers and the
teacher becoming tense in spite of himself, it's a moment of
concentration, like the hardening of steel,

This recording is demanding second to none except a
recital in terms of practice and tension required.

This valuable chance is given to every student once a
year,

(All Tape Data Memorized by Dr. Suzuki.)

Recorded play of each of 20,000 Suzuki children in
Japan is carefully listened to by Dr, Suzuki and is stored in
his vast memory, be it either violin, piano, cello or flute.

The huge data on students’ performance are assorted
annually and made available for discussion at study meet-
ings in Japan and abroad. The concert that ""every child can
be made to grow with the proper method of education” is
thus pursued by him in practice.

(Magic in National Concert)

The National Concert is a super-jumbo concert per-
formed by about 3,000 children, The number of partici-
pants makes a rehearsal impossible, Still, they play in
concert magnificently, This fact shows how the graduation
system succeeded in “motivating’’ children.

The relation between quality and quantity of graduates

(Graduation pieces)

Violin First Step | Second Step | Third Step | Fourth Step | Fifth Step Sixth Step Seventh Step
Composer Gossec Bach Vivaldi Corelli Bach Mozart
Piece Gavotte Bourree Concerto La Folia Concerto Concerto Mozart Ron-
in G Minor No. 1 No. 4 do 57 37" and
1st mvt, Paradis Sici-
lienne 3’ 15”
Suzuki Text Vol. 1 Vol. 3 Vol. 5 Vol. 6 Vol. 7 Vol. 10
Book
Time gl G R i el e gn 5 9187 29507
Piano First Step | Second Step | Third Step | Fourth Step | Fifth Step Sixth Step Seventh Step
Composer Bach Bach Mozart Bach Mozart Bach Beethoven
Piece Minuet No.2| Minuet I, Il | Sonata K,V. [Concerto Italien| Concerto Partita in Bb Sonata
and Gigue 331 ‘“‘Coronation” ‘“Appassionato”’
from Partita
Suzuki Text Vol, 2 Vol. 4 Vol. 7
Book
Time 150" R 5 Lo 12> 09> 5 3 Kl L2 el 17105 31" 28"




THE PRINCIPLE OF SUZUKI'S MOTHER TONGUE METHOD

We have to return to this principle again and again, and
try to realize Dr. Suzuki's philosophy ever more deeply.

This article is based on Dr. Suzuki's writings in the monthly publication of

Talent Education, issued in April and May, 1957. His teaching seems to have a

an ever new meanjng,

‘Every child is sure to grow’ is the the belief of
parents.

Because of this belief, parents can with confidence
and infinite affectinn help their children learn their
mother tongue and develop their ability without
worrying or fretting about it. This is not an acquired
knowledge, but a wisdom inherent in the human being.

Education beings on the very day a child is born.

‘At an earlier date’ is one of the principles of
talent education, and it is certainly observed in the
process of mother tongue learning.

One knows well that rice will never give a good
crop if one fails to breed a good young plant, but it is
a pity that there are many who do not pay enough
attention to bringing up their own dear children,
while they are still young.

Parents, who are teacher of a mother tongue
to their children, are all experts in that language.

The better teacher brings out better ability from
his pupils. If the teacher's ability is low, that of his
pupils may not be expected to grow up fully. It is an
undeniable fact.

‘Intuition” is important in talent education.

Learning of a mother tongue is conducted in close
conection with ‘intuition’, the highest faculty inherent
in the human being.

If the first word of a mother tongue be given to a
child, not together with his mothers loving smile but
with hard written letters, will the child be able to learn
to speak his own language?

Never force children to practice or rehearse.

There may be nobody in the world who has been
forced to learn his mother tongue, ordered by someone
to 'study hard’.

No parents (teachers) ever get angry with or
scold the children (pupils) because they are not
able to speak their mother tongue fluently.

Therefore, children can easily and without
hindrance develop their own ability of language,
having no inferiority complex at all. Is it not an ideal
state of education?

Children develop their own ability for themselves.

‘When children learn to speak, they enjoy speaking
and practice it everyday among themselves. Elder
children often join younger ones and make them
conscious of the necessity of learning more and help
them get more. In this way the children develop their
own ability of language for themselves. This is a
wonderful way of learning. The spirit of self-
betterment and collaboration prevails among them.

Repeat practice and rehearsal everyday, and
the basis is prepared for a great leap forward in
talent.

Learning of a mother tongue is made exactly in
this way. It is why every child can learn and become
an expert in his mother tongue.

Human faculty develops by exercise, only by
exercise, regardless of its inborn differences.

Why is it necessary to practice everyday?

Life force has the power of healing any wound
inflicted on a human body. Human memory is also
being obliterated everyday by the similar process.

The necessity of repeated practice is what the
learning of a mother tongue tells us.

Every child shows a great leap forward before long.

An infant, who has learned to utter a word or two
when one year old, rapidly develops his ability and,
when he is three or four years old, becomes able to
command the language freely. This is a wonderful
progress in so short a time.

Education, which does not bring about such a leap
forward, is a failure.

‘Likes or dislikes’ is out of the question.

If you ask a Japanese whether he likes English or
not, you will get an answer easily. But if you ask him
whether he likes Japanese, he will find himself at a
loss for an answer, In this case whether one likes it or
not is out of the question.

Education, if it is a good one, makes you develop
your own faculty to a high degree, while you are
unconscious of it.

Disregard the difference in inborn abilities.

Of all the cultural faculties a human being is born
with, that of learning his mother tongue may be the
only one that we can disregard the difference in.
Anybody can learn his mother tongue, but it is evident
that someone must teach and help him learn it.

Teaching-matter needs to be mastered thoroughly,
and felt by the children not too difficult.

This is the most important point to prevent the
pupils from dropping out. At first we teach them an
easy, introductory part carefully and bring them to
play it anyway, and then make them practice it again
and again. And not until they have learned it
thoroughly, been able to perform it beautifully, and
bhegin to feel it easy, do we move to the next step.

No textbook is necessary for teaching of a mother
tongue.

A mother always speak to her baby, with a loving
smile on her face. She has been doing so since the very
day it was born. Has anybody ever seen a mother
teaching her baby to speak their own language with
a textbook in hand?

There is no need for any test, entrance exam,
terms or school-years.

Nothing involved with the school system is
necessary for children to grow up lively and vigorously.

The present school system always drives
children by tests and exams. As a result they develop
not a test for study but an inferiority complex. A few
succeed but many drop out.

For those who think that learning of a mother
tongue is one, and that of other subjects is another.

If you think so, you would also have to think of
the scene as imaginary -- the wonderful scene before
you in which 3,000 children are brilliantly playing
the violin in concert.



