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A CHILD'S DESTINY LIES
IN HER PARENT'S HANDS

Shinichi Suzuki, President of the Talent Education Research Association

It is now evident that ability is the product of a
person's upbringing rather than an innate quality.
Yet, large numbers of people have no knowledge of
this truth. Far from providing their children with
superior conditions for the nurturance of ability,
such parents leave their children to develop on their
own. Eventually faced with the distressing results,
these parents convince themselves anew that talent
is hopelessly inborn, and that their child simply is
lacking in aptitude.

Each and every child is equipped with a high
degree of potential. Thus, any child raised in an
environment conducive to developing that potential
will display superior abilities. As confirmation of this
fact, we have only to oberve that children the world
over develop the sophisticated ability to speak their
mother tongue with complete ease, and that this
condition is a natural result of the effective fostering
of ability that occurs in the process of childrearing.
We must all appreciate the truth that any child can
attain a high level of achievement.

Our mission has been to research the pedagogy of
mother-tongue language acquisition in order to
develop musical ability in children. We have
repeatedly demonstrated to society what superb
abilities can be fostered through such methods, and
we continue to proclaim these discoveries to the
world-at-large.

| have myself witnessed, for the past forty years,

that children whose potential has been nurtured in
such a manner also display excellent scholastic
aptitude.

As expressed in the motto, "A child's destiny lies in
her parents' hands,"parents bear a heavy
responsibility in the outcome of childrearing. We
must keep sounding the alarm and warn people,
that "A parent who believes that her child is no
good is herself a thoughtless parent.”
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MARY ROBINSON
PRESIDENT OF IRELAND

UACHTARAN NA hEIREANN
PRESIDENT OF IRELAND

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT ROBINSON
The philosophy of Dr. Suzuki continues to be a great source of inspiration to all engaged in
promoting and in living out a view of education, and of music education in particular, which is
firmly rooted in the social unit of the family. A remarkable thinker, teacher and sage, Dr.
Suzuki placed strong emphasis on the vital contribution parents make in the early education of
their children. While his views were developed within the cultural norms of Japanese society,

they nevertheless have great significance for other cultures.

In view of the position of the family as the core unit in Irish society it is hardly surprising that
the Suzuki method of early education is receiving increased attention from parents in Ireland.
An education system which is firmly based in the family, with the parents as active partners in

the process, enhances the development of children and fosters their self confidence

And so the All Japan Suzuki National Grand Concert is an annual celebration of the life of
Dr.Suzuki and of the enrichment that the Suzuki method, based on his philosophies and
transcending national and cultural boundaries, continues to bring to societies throughout the

world. To all participating in this celebration I send warmest greetings and good wishes
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Hiroaki Matsuno
Violinist
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Congratulations on the event of the 42nd Grand Concert.

I have no doubt that I owe my present career as a violinist to the fact that I started my violin studies in

the Suzuki Method.

From my childhood on, my mother always told me,

“You have to practice every day without fail because Dr. Suzuki says that when children are
surrounded by music, they will absorb it naturally, just as they acquire language skill.”

Before I knew it, our home was filled with the music of Fritz Kreisler. I believe that Dr. Suzuki's words
express my fundamental attitude toward music.

I hope that everyone performing today will play with naturalness and enjoyment. May this be a
wonderful Grand Concert for all of you.
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GREETING GREETING

The annual Suzuki Method Grand Concert is a truly moving event, a concert in which the Japanese All parents want the best for their children. The philosophy behind the Suzuki Method will help to
people can take pride before the world. bring up well developed children with excellent abilities.

For those of you here today, what you see before your eyes is the amazing sight of three thousand The Suzuki Method is not only a tool for learning music or other faculties, but an educational guidance
children playing Vivaldi together. Furthermore, these are children who for the most part are to develop children's personality; in short: an education for life.

elementary school students and toddlers who look as if they have only begun to walk. Thank you for joining us today at our 42nd Suzuki Method Grand Concert.

The first time I attended this concert, it seemed nothing less than a miracle to me. I was deeply
impressed when I learned that this performance was a product of the Suzuki Method as developed by
Dr. Suzuki.

According to the Suzuki Method, in the same way that children learn to walk and talk at an age when
they will later have no memory of doing so, we can foster their potential to absorb and learn music,
movement, academic subjects, perhaps anything. When I saw the proof of this before me, I was
mesmerized.

I dream of someday seeing children everywhere raised according to the principles of the Suzuki
Method, so that they mature into sincere, considerate, contente adults. May conflict be extinguished
and peace spread throughout the world.
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Chairman of the Concert Committee

Dr. Masaaki Honda

A WISH FOR INCREASED UNDERSTANDING

Having now presented over forty Annual Grand Concerts, members of our Association have had frequent
occasion to recognize how many children have harnessed their potential through musical studies. It is the
unfortunate case, however, that the general population does not fully understand the implications of this
circumstance.

One reason for this lack of awareness is that this phenomenon has not been scrutinized in rigorous academic
fashion. To correct this situation, the Suzuki Academic Study (SAS) was organized as a forum for professors of
psychology, education, and culture at various institutions to exchange ideas. Current participants in the study
are Prof. Oshima Makoto and Ass't Prof. Tsuno Atsuko of Shinshi University, Prof. Suzuki Masayuki of KGbe
University, former Kébe University President, Prof. Suda Isamu, Prof. Ono Hiroshi of the College Entrance
Exam Center, Tokyo Foreign Studies University President, Prof. Nakajima Mineo, Hochschule der Kiinste
Berlin Conservatory Prof. Toyoda Koji, Hokkaido University Prof. Kurihara Takehiko, and myself, In creating a
space for the free exchange of our professional opinions, we have arrived at a deeper level of understanding
that should serve this Association well in its future development.

The American Suzuki Association, as well, has invited a number of reputable scholars and musicians to join its
board as honorary committee members. The musicians are Dorothy Delay of ] uilliard, the cellist Janos Starker,
and violinists Yehudi Menuhin, Thomas Rolston, and Mr. Shoji Tabuchi. Then there are Congressman Scnator
Robert F. Bennett, Cornell University Prof. James Garbarino, New Orleans University Chancellor Gregory M
St. O'Brien Roger2. Sublett Director Kellogg National Fellowship Program, and others.

It is my hope that, during the 1998 Suzuki Teachers'Conference in Honolulu, we will be privileged to have
several of these learned people address us. In eliciting the understanding and cooperation of numerous
prominent people from around the world, our Association becomes the focus of increased expectations. In turn,
we must realize afresh the weight of our responsibilities and renew our commitment to them.
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Concert Planing Committee Chair

Yoshihiko Terada

GREETING

Thank you all very much for attending the Forty-Second Suzuki Method Grand Concert.

The Suzuki Method is the pedagogical method developed by Dr. Shinichi Suzuki. It was about fifty years ago
that, struck by the fact that young children learn and internalize their mother tongue through repetition, Dr.
Suzuki began applying the principles of language-acquisition to violin pedgagogy.

A second feature that defines this Method is the tenet that children should be exposed from a tender age to
pieces of superior artistic worth that have endured over the years and centuries as works appreciated and loved
by many.

It is common knowledge that, as we approach the twenty-first century, much of athletic competition and
preparation for high school and college entrance examinations has been reduced to the cultivation of attitudes
and skills aimed to"defeat your opponents or rivals, even if they are your friends”. The atmosphere younger
children are placed in, too, may be said to demonstrate a certain regression to a pack mentality which is most
clearly seen in classroom bullying,"the strong feeding on the weak”.

In contrast, excellence in musical performance is attained only by raising ones capabilities to their utmost
height while simultaneously and consistently striving for harmony with other people. Just imagine what the
world would be like if it were populated with adults who, despite differences in language and culture,

experienced this reality from a tender age, growing up surrounded by the widely-accepted great classics of old
and modern times.

Here at the Japan Budokan, today, we will be treated to a performance by children who possess tickets to the

world of the future. Please listen attentively until the end. Then, when they have finished, please give them, and
the parents and instructors who h

ave supported and encouraged them to this point, a generous round of
applause.
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The International Suzuki Association, aiming for the world family by the Suzuki Method
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Chairman of ISA
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INTERNATIONAL SUZUKI ASSOCIATION INC.

Office of the Chaiman of the Board
3-10-15 Fukashi Matsumoto City Nagano-Ken 390 JAPAN
(0263)33-7710 FAX (0263)36-3566

The International Suzuki Association was founded in 1983 as a non-
profit organization in Dallas, Texas, in order to serve as an
information and coordination center uniting various Suzuki
Associations throughout the world. In 1988, the headquarters moved
to Matsumoto city, Japan. ISA is the sole authorized organization
which can grant rights to the use of Dr. Suzuki's name, trademarks,
and service marks in his name. At present the following associations
are registered as regional association members of ISA. They are the
Suzuki Association of the A'mericas. European Suzuki Association,
Australian National Council of Suzuki Talent Education Association
and Talent Education Research Institute. Each of the 32 country
associations belongs to one of the above regional associations. It is
said that there are about 7,000 Suzuki teachers and 300,000
students in the world. The ISA is dedicated to the purpose of
improving world culture and peace through the international
development, promotion, and propagation of the Suzuki Method. In
order to achieve its goals, the following have been established as the
main priorities of the ISA.

1.Decide and sponsor the Suzuki World Convention and
International conference.

2. Hold teacher training workshops in various part of the world.

3. Provide assistance for every country to establish a national
Suzuki Association.

4. Support Suzuki teacher training centers.

5. Support domestic and foreign Suzuki students with
scholarships for continued training and study.

6. Translate and publish an ISA Journal, Newsletter and other
Suzuki literature.

Itis said that the 21st century is the age of life force and sensitivity.
The Suzuki Method, which can nurture children’s sensitivity by
working with their life force is really a symbol of the 21st century
educational method.

Recently, the major music schools in the world have become filled
with students whose early education was in the Suzuki Method. This
is persuasive proof that the Suzuki Method is correct and
indispensable in music education. The ISA will sponsor the 13th
Suzuki Method World Convention with TERI. This, the last
Convention in this century, will take place at Honolulu, Hawaii, at the
end of June of 1998. | am welcoming as many participants as
possible from Japan and | greatly appreciate their financial support
and appeal to everyone for their coninuing support and cooperation
as we face the future together in bringing this revolution in education
to the world. In the last few decades, Japan has led the world in
areas such as technology, but with the Suzuki Method, Japan is able
to make a significant spiritual contribution to the world community.
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The 42nd Suzuki Method Grand Concert
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"We need your used instruments!"

In the Suzuki Method, "Man is a son of his environment" is as basic a philosophy as "Every
Child can be educated".

Regrettably, at present there are many developing countries where they cannnot adopt the
Suzuki Method under their present economic conditions. Therefore we are appealing to
today's participants to donate their used instruments for the children in such countries.
ISA will check and repair the instruments and send them out to the countries in need.

We are looking forward to welcoming the children with those instruments and enjoying a
marvelous ensemble together in the future.
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