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Thoughtfulness brings harmony

March 27th, 2002 at the Budokan
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Thoughtfulness brings harmony
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“Music will save the world,”
said the famous cellist, Pablo Casals.
He gave an exclamation of joy when he observed
the children’s lively performance at the Suzuki Method.

It is our wish that we play a beautiful harmony of
peace with thoughtfulness in our hearts.
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Welcome to our Grand Concert today.
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Today, 27th March, just the right moment for blooming of the
cherry blossoms, nearly 3,000 members of the Suzuki family, as
well as many guests from abroad. gather together at the Budo-
kan here in Tokyo.

Like a bud of a cherry blossom, a bud filled with joys and hope
for future is in the heart of everyone gathered here. Moreover,
this bud represents the results of years' study, especially in the
past one year. It represents the result of hard work and effort:
daily practice at home; lessons with a teacher once or twice a
week; listening to other student practicing in a class, etc. | offer
my sincere gratitude to their mothers, fathers, and teachers for
their support.

At all ages, whether adulthood or childhood, the environment
has strong influence upon us. An adult can be moved by, pleased
with. or encouraged by someone's word. Or, he can be disappoin-
ted and discouraged. or be hurt. A child's reaction is even more
sensitive. The environment could indeed change one's personality,
and ability.

Praising a child encourages him to attend to his study. It bolsters
up his willingness. Yet, we should aim further. We should aim for
a more clear and beautiful tone. Children are seeking. within
whatever they do. truth, goodness, and beauty. Children have
every right to be awakened by such virtues. They do this uncon-
sciously. Therein comes the importance of education. We adults
therefore should think about this seriously and make every effort
for realizing their potential.

Let's perform with all our might today. and let the buds of joys
and hope for future bloom in full.

| earnestly wish that such joys and expectations be impressed
on the minds of children for the rest of their life
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Yasuo Tanaka
Governor of Nagano Prefecture

MAZBOHFKFLPSRELEAN

A Message from an Old Boss of Kids
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The Suzuki Method is a wonderful organization that has had an im-
measurable influence on my life as | started my violin lessons with
"Talent Education” at the age of three and a half.

It's been a long time since | last played the violin, but my fingers are
still conditioned to react in a certain way. For example, if | try to bend
my ring finger at the second joint at a right angle, | can still easily do it
with other fingers straight up touching one another, as the left hand fin-
gers are used to press strings on the violin. On the other hand, though
| am right-handed, if | try the same thing with my right finger, all the
other fingers start bending and separating from one another, as they do
when holding a bow. So, in a good sense, the experience from child-
hood has a lasting effect.

| was living in Tokyo when | was in kindergarten. At the time, the
"Super Express Azusa" was not yet running. Every year, my family and
| took a long train ride to Matsumoto, and stayed at Asama Onsen. |
remember walking through a narrow path with my sister, who is three
years younger, to the wooden elementary school where some of the
Suzuki summer classes were held.

When the current building of the Talent Education Research Institute
was constructed, | was in the upper grades of elementary school, and
was living in Matsumoto. "Tanaka-kun. why you look more joyful talk-
ing with your friends at break time than when playing the violin." said
Dr. Suzuki. Such straightforward remark was out of line with his gentle
character, as he wouldn't usually have said something like that. But my
violin friends used to call me "President," and | admit that | was a boss
of kids at the Matsumoto Branch. These scenes come back in my
mind.

| feel a little bit guilty, but a little bit proud, too. | can't say that | was
ever an excellent student of the "Talent Education," however, with the
passing of time, the experiences | had there are precious memories.
Through the Suzuki Method, | hope you younger friends find your own
philosophy living in a new century of post-materialism.
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Born in 1936. One of the first students of Dr.Suzuki's class at
the Matsumoto Music School. Permanent Board Member of
the Talent Education Research Institute. International sociolo-
gist. Acquired M.A. and Ph.D. in Sociology from the University
of Tokyo. A specialist in International Relations, China and
Asian Studies. Former President of the Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies. Currently, Secretary-General, International
Secretariat, University Mobility in Asia and Pacific (UMAP).
Chairman of the Board of Directors, Inter-University Seminar
House, Inc. A member(Chairman of the Graduate School
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The Noteworthy Universality of the Suzuki Method
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"Every child's ability is developed; the results depend upon the way it
is developed” was Dr. Shinichi Suzuki's motto, and today his message is
spreading out all over the world. Undoubtedly, it is because Dr. Suzuki' phi-
losophy and educational method captured the minds of many people, but
the other reason for the universality of the method is that it developed in
the territory of music, which itself is borderless and global.

As a talent education movement, the Suzuki Method nurtures the flowering of
child's full ability. In order to keep up with the times, | believe that the Suzuki
Method could also be applied to music activities and foreign language education
(especially the acquisition of practical English) in the school classroom, or it could
further be applied to the field of lifelong education, such as general education and
adult education.

Today's performance will prove the universality of the Suzuki Method. So, |
hope you all have a good performance, and at the same time, | hope you all
enjoy playing and will remember this concert with fond memories.

committee) of the Central Education Council, the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT).
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"Thoughtfulness brings harmony"

Hag@EI SR Y —MIEITEBBUTEVVELL,

N—h= 12 oaN ATEL TIVNT T T— AYFIVZ oo, AEFOESD L4 HEOREC.
BHEEISREBALBEEROLERTEIEN TEET. BAT—%4EBECThODRALZERD
—AELTHASNBZETLED,

ZOE (fRTiattit). POEFETIP S TELO AR (ERHIH) ICOVTRHRL AR O 154
2IGTABNELNFEEILHE. FREBBTOAHBE TCOLEMABISENTVET,

LU EDESBNLVGEE S EHTETEHEL KA ITRAXF AV —RTEH >/ LBED . BELD
N—REEER>TRETAIN—I—F1oD [TOXTFIADREY | FiiE BIEX(Ch -7, £/47004
HDOFHRENRETIE—YFP LN [7AR 95714 FNMLATY ) | OREABEBBERL->T. 2O
REBE— R CBEDEIN—EZ—POBRCFHEODLE D BEVESHVXBD0ESBUTET hiE
FWTT,

FLOHESBEEBUTH [ HAPBABOES | BEFEEHEZITT. LALSE. Hh—FRET2
FHEF10F%. 20 EAAESLH R EPS YOS NDEEBEEELEVERVET,
ZUT—ATHEDFHENF AZXF AV R TEREELTEEBAEESFNBEEF->TOAEL A

KRABHYHPESTEVELL,

Welcome to the 48th annual Grand Concert.

Human history has been plagued by war. Thankfully virtuosos such as Beethoven. Chopin. Joachim. Furtwagler,
Casals all strongly advocated peace in times of war. And surely we can include Dr. Shinichi Suzuki among them as
one of the greatest musicians.

In ancient Greece (4 B.C.), Plato discusses the goodness of man in the Republic (Book. I11): He prociaims the
significance of music as prerequisite training for the human soul and mind. Plato also advocates including music and
gymnastics in public education.

However, such an involved story will be unnecessary as you listen to the advanced students play Beethoven's
Overture from the Creatures of Prometheus, or Mozart's Eine Kleine Nachtmusik by a string ensemble composed of
700 children. Because good performance requires the discipline of listening to the others' part. and the harmony
that is created is the twin sisters of goodness and virtue. From the harmony that vibrates the entire Budokan, | hope
you can feel the steadily nurtured thoughtfulness in mind of the Suzuki children.

A new century has started. yet the foolish acts of human beings continue. However, in ten or twenty years when
those children who put their all in performing become adults, | wish to believe there will be neither quarrels nor wars
on earth. | cannot help but to wish that even more children lead a happy life through the Suzuki Method and music.

Thank you for sharing the moment with us today.
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Koto and Violin Ensemble
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Seiha Hogakukai and graduates of
the graduate course at the Suzuki Method
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