The 49th SUZUKI METHOD

GRAND CONCERT

March 31st, 2003 at the Budokan
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Twinkling Moments for Your Lasting Treasure
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Greetings for the Grand Concert in 2003
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Koji Toyoda

President, The Talent Education
Research Institute
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Last November, we received the sad news of the passing away
of His Imperial Highness Prince Norihito Takamado. To us He
will be remembered not only as a Prince but also as a great
supporter and sympathizer who had a very deep understanding
of the Suzuki Method. We would like to take this opportunity
to extend our sympathy to His family who has been saddened
by this sudden tragedy.

Every year we were honored to have His Imperial Highness
Prince Takamado and His family attend the Grand Concert. It
was a joy to watch Him eagerly searching for His daughters
among the 3000 players. so that He could get a picture of them.
This heartwarming father figure displayed to us their warm family
environment and set a good example for us to follow. [ would
like to once again express my heartfelt gratitude and condolences.
May he rest in peace.

Today marks the 49th Grand Concert. Only a year remains until
the commemorative 50th anniversary. This is a good time for us
to all work together to develop a more fruitful Suzuki Method
movement that will set forth into a new and key stage. 1 would
like to encourage all involved in the Suzuki Method in Japan and
worldwide to cooperate and work more closely in order (o
strengthen, enrich, and increase the understanding of the Suzuki
philosophy.

Most importantly, I wish all teachers, parents and children within
their own consciousness would find the willpower to go forth in

continuing their efforts to keep the Suzuki Method fTourishing
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Hayao Kawai

The Director of Agency
for Cultural Affairs
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The Ability of Children to Bloor?

v

I extend my heartfelt congratulations on the occasion
of the 49th Grand Concert organized by The Talent
Education Research Institute.

We anticipate a beautiful performance today, which
will come as the result of much hard practice in prepa-
ration for this concert.

Dr. Shinichi Suzuki, the founder of the Talent
Education movement, advocated his belief that
“Every child’s ability can be developed; of crucial
importance is the way it is developed.” The popularity
of the Suzuki Method has now spread from Japan to
the world and the abilities of countless children have
bloomed.

Children can readily obtain global information with
the advances of present day technology. Inevitably, their
dreams and hopes will expand to overseas countries.
Students of the Suzuki Method will have trained their
abilities through repeated practice and learned to set
high standards for themselves. As adults, they will find
that they have attained the confidence, creativity and
high level of skill necessary to function in a global
setting. For this purpose, I feel it is important that the
pleasure of music be introduced to children from
infancy through The Suzuki Method.

I look forward to a great concert, and to the further
success of The Talent Education Research Institute.
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New Expansion of the Suzuki Method
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Listen to the Music from Your Heart
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Prof. & Dr. Mineo Nakajima
Chairman of the Grand Concert
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Recently the importance of child education has been stressed
internationally with an emphasis on the development of aesthetic
sensitivity. In Japan, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT) issued an interim report on a
Basic Education Promotion Plan. [ found this plan to be very
valuable in that it included the “promotion and application of culture
and art education™ and the “enrichment of early childhood education.”

Last Autumn, on the way to an international symposium for
“Children and Music™ in Berlin, I visited a small German city
called Hof along with our President Koji Toyoda and ten children
from the Talent Education Research Institute. Since so many
children in Hof study through the Suzuki Method, these 10 Japanese
children and 60 German children were immediately able to make
beautiful music together in a concert in Hof. Another example of
my cxperiences of how the Suzuki Method is expanding throughout
the world is after an excellent performance by a young violinist,
Ms. Leila Joscfowicz, who came to Japan last February with the
I'Orchestre National de Belgique who said “The Suzuki Mecthod
was very beneficial to me.” These examples reflect the realization
of the spread of the Suzuki Method.

1t is with deep regret and sorrow that we received the news of the
sudden passing away of His Imperial Highness Prince Norihito
Takamado. His Imperial Highness studied cello and His three
daughters are studying cello, piano, and violin through the Suzuki
Method and he attended our annual Grand Concert cvery year. We
would like to dedicate onc of today’s picces to the memory of His
Imperial Highness.

Profile

Born in 1936, Onc of the first students of Dr.Suzuki's class at the Matsumoto Music¢
School. Permanent Board Member of the Talent Education Rescarch Institute,
Acquired M.A. in International Relations and Ph.D. in Sociology from the University
of Tokyo. A specialist in International Relations, China and Asian Studies. Former
President of the Tokyo University of Forcign Studies, Currently, Sccretary-General,
International Secretariat, University Mobility in Asia and PacificlUMAP). President,
Inter-University Seminar House, Inc, A member(Chairman of the Graduate School

Committee)of the Central Education Council. the Ministry of Education, Culture.
Sports, Science, and Technology(MEXT).
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Mitsuru Sato

Chairman of the Grand Concert
Executive Committee

Welcome to the 49th Grand Concert,

More than 3000 children have gathered from all over Japan. For
many, this is the first time to join to play, but there are many others
who are returning after practicing one vear and further dc\"ch\pmg
their skills.

I believe that performing music is the final product of a long pro-
cess. Through hours of practice. the student gradually absorbs the
music. until it becomes a tool for the expression of «!.x\c‘s self and
the heart of the player, The true value is found in this process

In today’s performances. you will hear music from the heart of

cach child, and vou will sec their radiant faces. brightened with the
love and good will of their parents
I would like to praise and give all the children and their parents a

big hand. | hope that today will remain in vour memories fondly
for a long time

Thank you for joining us today,
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Seiha Hogakukai and graduates
of the graduate course at the Suzuki Method
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Koji Toyoda, President
of the Talent Education Research Institute
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Presentation of Certificates
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Koji Toyoda, President
of the Talent Education Research Institute
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The 49th SUZUKI METHOD GRAND CONCERT 14:00
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