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We are grateful that music will inspire our future
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March 30th, 2004 at the Nippon Budokan
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Koji Toyoda

President,

The Talent Education Research Institute
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Nurturing Fine and Good-hearted People

Today marks the 50th Grand Concert and we are
highly honored to receive the presence of Their
Imperial Majesties the Emperor and Empress. It is also
with great pleasure that joining us is Her Imperial
Highness Princess Takamado and esteemed members
of the diplomatic community. It is indeed notable
that the first Grand Concert held in 1955, was
attended by the Emperor, then the Crown Prince. One
can imagine how moved Shinichi Suzuki would have
been to be here on this occasion.

During the 50-year history of the Grand Concert, we
have had many distinguished guests, such as David
Oistrakh, William Primrose, Hidemaro Konoe and
Glenn Doman. There have been numerous students
who performed in past Grand Concerts, and then
continued on to become world-class musicians and
leaders in other fields. In addition to seeing the
students reach a high standard in music or other
areas, it was the wish of Dr. Suzuki to see them
develop into fine, good-hearted people. This is the
vision which the Suzuki Method holds, and perhaps
what the world is in need of now more than ever.
Through the music of Bach, Mozart and Beethoven,
the key to this spirit may be found.

Dr. Suzuki wished for happiness for all children of

the world. The Suzuki Method is neither an ism nor a
religion, but rather the roots of the method come from
education received from the family at home.
"How a child's ability is developed will depend on
how they are raised.” Indeed, each and every child
possesses the inborn potential to develop his abilities
to a high level, and it is important that this be
understood and put into practice.

Today the Nippon Budokan becomes our venue to
celebrate as a family, joining in a beautiful performance
of Handel's Hallelujah chorus conducted by Norio
Ohga. Parents and grandparents will sing together with
their children playing their instruments.
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John Kendall
Former President of SAA

Profile

Born in 1917, he attended the Oberlin College
Conservatory, Columbia University Teachers College,
the Juilliard School of Music and Indiana University.
Inspired by a film of a performance in Tokyo first Grand
Concert, he became the first American string teacher
to observe and study in Japan the Suzuki teaching
approach of music education. He came to Japan in
1959. He established a graduate program in string
pedagogy, emphasizing both performance and the
Suzuki teaching method, attracting students and
teachers over the years.
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Our Future with Music
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Dear Friends,

Half a century of beautiful music ! Half a century of wonderful children !
And today we celebrate this fiftieth Anniversary concert at the Budokan Hall
in honor of Shinichi Suzuki, whose vision, leadership, and spirit have meant
so much to so many.

Fifty years ago, who would have thought that Suzuki's ideas were to spread
over all the world, and become a profound influence in the fields of music,
education, and early childhood research.

...Now, we look forward to expanding horizons, as we honor the memory
of a great human being, and the heritage he has left with us.

Sincerely,
John Kendall
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Special Thanks
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Collaboration of Well Known Leader and Children
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KE As a commemoration of the 50th Grand Concert, this wonderful event of collaboration has come
Norio Ohga true. Honorary Chairman of the Sony Corporation, who is outstandingly active as corporate

Honorary Chairman
of the Sony Corporation
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executive, and in the fields of music and culture, Mr. Norio Ohga has kindly accepted to conduct
Hallelujah Chorus" to which the Suzuki Children and the special choir have assembled for.

Profile

1930F 4% 3h BRERAFEREE FO/IHP AWV BENLEAETR KPR Born in 1930. Graduated from Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music, The

EREEFEL BEGREER 20006118 B—FEFHE  Berlin University of the Arts, He entered Sony Corporation in 1959. 2003 1o present,

SICEEAMEHEL HREHOF - AT EIEEL LS Honorary Chairman. He received Grand Cordon of the Order of the Sacred Treasure
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Kenji Kobayashi
Professor of
Toho Gakuen School of Music
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Profile

Born in 1933. He began studying the
violin with Dr. Suzuki at a very early age.
From 1952, he attended The Juilliard
School and studied with Galamian. After
a successful concert at the New York
Town Hall in 1961, he was invited to
study with Goldberg in Europe, which
lead to many performances. He served as
concertmaster for the Tokyo Metropolitan
Symphony Orchestra 1972-1990. 1n 1974,
he formed the New Arts String Quartet,
He has been the recipient of the National
Arts Festival Excellence Award, Asahi
Contemporary Music Award, and other
honorable awards. At present, he is a
professor at the Toho Gakuen School of
Music. Under his guidance, students lead
international careers as violinists.
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A Good Heart and Refined Sensitivities

FHEMBRERLSES0ARET TR Y-k BHTEITEVET,

[FRINELTIESZL] [EOFHBE 2] [ ARIRIBOF 4V ] F B R R K
BOXEBICHTEREL TV ABARDBEHF I BRBNIEGNE—RERULAX
FoA/=KRE VWEPHARZERBESVRKZRICSV T LWESERL TV S ERE
FYFLAXFAV—RICIVEZORRBRNICERTIERNBEERPEIL-TL
FDH DAV —FHFBICELETELOORM LI TELBVEBEPELVDOA
flZHELT. BEHT TEHVWFHOBKHPSEBTORIZEHEBE CLIEVVOIFVEIE
o TW sl gt A,

MFEE LMEREAOEHERICALANICSINELEL HHKLKUDEEDXT
XSREFTHMTRAT—UPoRAHLAFHRAEBPEFOER A ETTEL TRTIALEF
HEICEENAFICEYEL 2, £EAESFBVOLXRIBIRICKA-DEEASRIC
RSN TRBENFVE—2a *E LoD B D Eh AL RELERICETHIL
DTEEL, ARBIEHEEL, —EBSTREROIH-BBIAY VIHEHEETE
T, DGR ICHCE T ERALBICENHIREEVOETHIRMTESHIC. LS
SADNEMEDEEETCAXF AV FDELEZERESHINLET,

*hF1HE— 3> (Tonarization) (B EDOFE & (Vocarization) #5F UV KEBTHELLS
REESTIEN ATNEEZITHREEN Fo/EE, RXF X/ —RO A LTE.

I wish to extend my congratulations on this occasion of the 50th Celebration Grand
Concert.

“If love is deep, much can be accomplished.” “Every child can.” “ Man is the child
of his environment.”

The Suzuki Method brought hope and light to music education in a devastated
post-war Japan, and this method which promotes education through love has since
continued to flourish in Europe and America, as well as in Japan. There are many
musicians who began their study with the Suzuki Method, and have now become
performers who are active internationally. The method not only developed their
music to a high technical standard, but attention was also given to the development
of their spirit; a good heart and refined sensitivities.

Last summer, | attended the summer institute in Matsumoto. The final group
performance of the Twinkles Variations became a spectacular event with children
filling the stage, aisles and surrounding hall. Koji Toyoda pointed out a young girl,
about 5 years old, who happened to be playing violin near our seats. | was
impressed with her accomplished Tonalization* and the concentration she displayed
in her playing. | was able to imagine what a good teacher she had, and the love her
mother had for her.

Seeing the sincere expressions of the little musicians that day, | hoped that the
Suzuki Method would continue to gain support and flourish in order to provide the
best possible environment for their futures.

®kTonalization ; beautiful tone production tec hnique taught to all Suzuki Method students
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Prof. & Dr. Mineo Nakajima
Chairman of the 50th Grand Concert,
Permanent Board Member of the TERI
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The 50th Grand Concert: As a Historical Landmark

The Grand Concert, held annually over the past half century, is
the main event of the Talent Education Research Institute. It has
had great significance for the arena of Japan's music education
and early childhood education in the world as well.

"We are grateful that music will inspire our future" is the
selected theme to mark this 50th celebration concert. It
appropriately expresses our desire to have thanks for the past
and hope for the future.

Recently, the importance of early childhood education is
being emphasized in Europe, America and in Asia such as
South Korea and Taiwan. In Japan, in March 2003, the Central
Council for Education of the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) issued a final report
entitled "The Fundamental Law of Education and the Basic
Educational Promotion Plan for the new age". The importance
of early childhood education and development of aesthetic
sensitivities was stated clearly in this report.

The founder of the Suzuki Method, Dr. Shinichi Suzuki was
aware of this point a long time ago. He was a real pioneer.
Using music education, the Suzuki Method, allows children to
build the basics and gain the discipline which then enables
them to develop the ability to express individual creativity. The
Grand Concert is a wonderful opportunity for such children to
come together to create music in the spirit of cooperation.

Under the leadership of Prof. Koji Toyoda, the quality of the
Grand Concert continues to improve year by year. We can
certainly expect an outstanding performance for the historic
50th Grand Concert. My best wishes to all participating
students, their parents and teachers, and | hope you will enjoy
this very memorable day.

Profile

Born in 1936. One of the first students of Dr. Suzuki's class at the Matsumoto
Music School. Permanent Board Member of the Talent Education Research
Institute. Acquired M.A. in International Relations and Ph.D. in Sociology from
the University of Tokyo. A specialist in International Relations, China and
Asian Studies. Former President of the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies.
Currently, President Designate of the Akita International University, Secretary-
General, International Secretariat, University Mobility in Asia and Pacific
(UMAP). President, Inter-University Seminar House, Inc. A member (Chairman
of the Graduate School Commitiee) of the Central Education Council, the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT.
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Mitsuru Sato
Chairman of the 50th Grand Concert
Executive Committee
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Gratefulness to the Beaming Faces of Children

Welcome to the 50th Grand Concert. It is hard to
believe that first Grand Concert has been held since the
time | was born. | have fond memories of playing in the
concert as a child, and many of the teachers here today
must also have performed in past concerts as young
children. It is with the guidance of our parents and
teachers, we were able to share this precious experience,
bringing us together as members of the Suzuki Family.

It is through the efforts of Shinichi Suzuki, teachers and
families that the Grand Concert has been continued.
Thousands and thousands of children have experienced
joy, and lasting memories have been made. Our deep
wish to bring happiness to all children has made this event
possible. | would like to express my gratitude to all those
who have given their time and energy in a spirit of "Love
and Sincerity" for this purpose.

Suzuki children from around the world have joined us to
play today. We also have worldwide viewers via the
Internet. Together, we will all celebrate the 50th Grand
Concert and wish happiness for each child in the world.
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Congratulatory Performance by Seiha Hogakukai
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